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Student dies
of hemorrhage
By Samantha Bilharz
Associate News Editor
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Calvin Smith, a resident of Charleston for 46 years, speaks his concerns about the plan to consolidate the Charleston
post office, with all activity except P.O. boxes to be moved from the office on the Square to the location at 667 Windsor
Road, near the Coles County Fairgrounds.

U.S. Postal Service consolidates
downtown Charleston location
By Sara Hall
City Editor

Community members expressed mixed
feelings in regards to the decision by the
United States Postal Service to consolidate Charleston’s postal branch retail operations to their Windsor Road location.
By mid-November, Charleston’s Post
Office, located at 320 Sixth St. near the
Square, will be consolidated to 667 Windsor Road, located near the Coles County
Fairgrounds. about a mile drive from the
current location.
Calvin Smith, a Charleston resident for
the past 46 years, expressed concern over

the consolidation to the Windsor Road
branch.
He said the current location is a historic building, with many people hoping to
preserve it.
“It seems to me for the sake of saving
money in the short run, it will do damage to the Postal Service overall,” he said.
“There has to be a compromise between
the two.”
Smith said he also is against the change
because of the condition of the roads and
sidewalks near Windsor Road, citing them
as unsafe to both pedestrians and drivers.
“I think someone should take the walk
there,” he said. “It’s narrow and unsafe.

By the numbers
• $10 billion - How much the
U.S. Postal Service is in debt
• 252 - How many mail processing
facilities they are eliminating.

There’s limited space.”
Elisa Roberts, secretary for Charleston’s
Historic Preservation Commission, said
the Preservation Commission is looking
for protection of the current Postal Service
building.
POSTAL, page 5

student government

Student Senate plans to meet
with Thomas Hall residents
By Kathryn Richter
Staff Reporter

The Student Senate will be meeting in
Thomas Hall today for the second stop on
its “Senate on the Road” program.
Zack Doiron, a senior accounting major and a desk assistant in Thomas Hall,
said he thinks the “Student on the Road”
program will help the Student Senate get
rid of its bad reputation by forcing members to meet with students.
“I like hearing what’s going on around
campus,” Doiron said.
Kaci Abolt, the student vice president
of student affairs and a junior communications major, said she is hoping to hear
more feedback from students about what
student government could do for them.
“We’re students just like them,” Abolt
said. “We want them to talk to us. We

want to get to know them.”
Madeline Mirich, a freshman undecided major and resident of Andrews Hall,
said that even if she were able to go to the
meeting, she would not attend.
“I’d probably have something else I’d
rather be doing,” Mirich said.
Student Senate Speaker Zach Samples,
a sophomore history major, said he is hoping to double the attendance from five
people, who attended the Pemberton Hall
“Senate on the Road” meeting, to 10 people for the meeting in Thomas Hall.
Samples said postcards about the meeting were placed in the mailboxes of all the
residents in the South Quad.
Aaron Rose, a sophomore undecided
major and a Thomas Hall resident, said he
would be willing to go to the Student Senate meeting but is not quite sure about the
role student government plays.

Samples said he hopes the relaxed environment will make the student government members seem more approachable.
Dexter Carpenter, a student senate
member and a junior political science major, said that through the “Senate on the
Road” program, he wants to show the student body that the student government is
there for them.
“We are trying to figure out what they
want from student government,” Carpenter said.
Abolt said she hopes students will come
to the meeting so they can have a sense of
what is happening on campus and can be
more informed.
The Student Senate is meeting 7 p.m.
today at in the Thomas Hall basement.
Kathryn Richter can be reached
at 581-2812 or kjrichter@eiu.edu

Eric Blanchette, 30, an Eastern
business student died from a cerebral
hemorrhage at 3:53 p.m. Saturday in
his Youngstown apartment.
Coles County Coroner Ed Schniers said the cause of the cerebral
hemorrhage at this time is unknown.
Schniers said more tests need to
be done to find the cause and could
take anywhere from six to eight
weeks until they see any results.
“There was no blow to the head or
fall. There was nothing suspicious in
this death,” Schniers said.
Blanchette was born on June 1,
1981 and was from Manteno. He
was a graduate of Bishop McNamara
High School and attended Eastern as
a business major.
Eastern’s School of Business and
Youngstown Apartments denied

commenting on the
matter.
Visitation for
Blanchette is set
for Thursday, 5 to
7 p.m. at
submit ted photo
the Clancy-Gernon
Funeral Home in Bourbonnais.
A funeral mass is scheduled for
Friday at 10 a.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Bradley.
Burial will take place at Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood.
Samantha Bilharz can be
reached at 581-2812
or slbilharz@eiu.edu.

public polic y

Chinese consul prepares
to visit university
Chinese and
American relations
topic of discussion
By Nike Ogunbodede
Campus Editor

Guoqiang Yang, the consul general
of the People’s Republic of China in
Chicago, will be in Charleston to discuss the past, present and future relationship between China and America
on Monday.
Yang is the first high-ranking Chinese official to visit Eastern since
1999.
Yang, who is one of five Chinese
consuls general based in the United
States, oversees nine Midwest states:
Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Colorado, Michigan, Missouri, Minnesota
and Wisconsin.
Zhang Yesui, the Chinese ambassador to the United States, appointed Yang as a consul general in 2010.
‘China: America’s Friend or Rival’ is a discussion that will take place
in the Lumpkin Auditorium at 7:30
p.m. and will include a question and
answer segment.
Ping Chen, the director of the
Public Policy Institute, said students
and community members are encouraged to ask the consul general
tough questions.
Chen said he expects the United
States outsourcing jobs to China to
be a topic of discussion.
“People should ask him how he
would solve the problem—if all the
jobs go to China is that to say Americans won’t work,” Chen said.
John Faust, a retired Eastern professor emeritus, taught at Eastern for

over 30 years until 1998 and has visited China multiple times, including
a 2002 visit.
“I was talking about American
foreign policy—the first time I was
there was in 1988, a year before the
Tiananmen Square incident,” Faust
said.
Tiananmen Square protests of
1989 were protests that took place
around various locations in China
and were sparked by citizens mourning the death of Hu Yaobang, the former general secretary of the Communist Party of China.
From there a primarily studentbased movement for mass political
reform spread through various cities and ended in the deaths estimated in the hundreds, though the official count is unknown.
Though the consul general’s visit was not confirmed until Oct. 14,
Chen said Charleston Mayor John
Inyart and Eastern President Bill Perry have both committed themselves
to attending Yang’s visit-oriented
events.
Chen, who was essential in bringing Iraq Ambassador Samir Shakir
Mahmood Sumaida’ie on Sept. 19,
said he does not want students to
confuse the roles of an ambassador
with those of a consul general.
Ambassadors reside in the capital
of the country they are assigned to
represent their nation while a consuls
general oversea specified locations,
Chen said.
For an in-depth
version of this
story, visit:
dailyeasternnews.com
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EIU weather

day in the life of charleston

thursday

Today

Rain
High: 55°
Low: 40°

Mostly Sunny
High: 52°
Low: 34°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.

correc tion
In Tuesday’s edition of The Daily Eastern
News, The News was given incorrect information about Kristopher Goetz of Lombard. Goetz
is the operations director at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago in the article titled
“New Members appointed to BOT.” The News
was also given incorrect information about Rene
Hutchinson, of Chicago who is the president of
the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors at
Eastern.
The News regrets the errors.

online

Professor to talk of
roots of Southern
culture

A visiting professor will address
the American South’s association with a literary tradition aggrandizing dying civilizations Thursday in
the Doudna Lecture Hall.
Michael Goode, associate professor and chair of
the department of English at Syracuse University,
will deliver the lecture titled “The Sir Walter Disease:
Reenacting American History After Walter Scott”,
in affiliation with Phi Beta Kappa academic fraternity.
To see the full story, check out
dailyeasternnews.com.
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Grand Ball Costumes owner Jayne Ball-Saret engages a customer in conversation Tuesday while ringing up a costume rental order in the shop.
Ball-Saret said she enjoys designing historical costumes and catering to customers all over the country.

Local owner scares up new creations
By Sara Hall
City Editor

During the month of October, the owner of Charleston’s
costume headquarters manages over 60,000 costumes at her
store, working from noon to midnight in order to keep up with the
store’s increased business.
Jayne Ball-Saret, owner of
Grand Ball Costumes, said she
works these long hours not only
to meet the community’s annual
demand for quirky, fun Halloween costumes, but also to make
costumes for local high schools
and theaters looking for specific
costumes for their latest productions.
“I work with Halloween costume customers from noon until

six,” she said. “After that, I lock
the door to the public to work on
the play costumes. People think
that Halloween is our busiest time
of the year, but this is just time we
see most people.”
She said in all other months beside October, she meets with customers by appointment only.
“We work with the general
public for Halloween, but we’re
here all year,” she said.
Despite the hectic influx of customers that October brings, BallSaret said she relishes the chaos.
Ball-Saret, an Eastern theatre
graduate, said she especially enjoys making costumes for productions.
“I love the design work because
I get to make historical costumes,”
she said.

Ball-Saret said she also makes
custom costumes for customers
all over the country, as they hear
about the business through their
website.
For Halloween, Ball-Saret said
customers’ costume choices tend
to lean towards what’s hot in popular culture.
“It usually seems to load heavily towards the movies that came
out that year,” she said.
Ball-Saret said currently, the
most popular Halloween costumes are Spiderman, Alice in
Wonderland and Batman.
However, she said some costumes never go out of style.
“Vampires are just perennially
popular at Halloween,” Ball-Saret
said.
Ball-Saret said surprisingly, a

majority of her customers tend
not to be young children, but an
older crowd of college students
and adults.
“It used to be just a little kids’
holiday, that’s just not case anymore,” she said. “I think with
people having stress over jobs and
stuff, they need a day as an adult
to let go and have fun. Halloween
seems to be a good day for that.”
Grand Ball Costumes is located at 609 Sixth St. Their current
hours are from noon to 6 p.m.
Monday through Fridays and
noon to 3 p.m. on Saturdays.
Beginning Nov. 1, they are
available by appointment only.
Sara Hall can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhall3@eiu.edu.

breast c ancer awareness month

Lake View College prepares to 'Kiss Cancer Goodbye'
By Ethan Stephenson
Staff Reporter

A local college will be sponsoring
its “Kiss Cancer Goodbye” event for
community members wanting to increase their knowledge of breast cancer on Wednesday at Lake View College of Nursing.
To wrap up the month of October
as National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, Lake View will be sponsoring
the event to increase awareness in the
community.
Becky Vannorsdel and four other Lake View students are responsible
for putting it together.

She said they are sponsoring the
event in hopes that they will bring to
light the dangers of breast cancer.
“We want to promote awareness
about breast cancer and encourage
the community to take preventative
measures,” Vannorsdel said.
Vannorsdel said the night’s events
will include a raffle, an informative
speaker and informational boards designed to increase the community’s
knowledge of breast cancer.
Vannorsdel said the event will
also have a guest informative speaker, Lauren Sundermeir from Avon,
who will be speaking about preventative measures.

Vannorsdel said she herself will
also be speaking on gene testing at
the event.
In addition to the raffle, there will
also be T-shirts and candles available for purchase in support of Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.
Refreshments and cookies will be
provided by the college for the event,
Vannorsdel said.
Vannorsdel said all proceeds from
the benefit will go to Alexian Brothers Medical Center located in Elk
Grove Village.
Vannorsdel said the event is especially dear to her heart because her
mother is a breast cancer survivor.

She said she hopes that the community will come out and support a
great cause.
“We’d appreciate anyone coming
out, and we hope they come to support breast cancer awareness,” Vannorsdel said.
The fundraiser will be held from
7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday at the Lake
View College of Nursing’s Charleston
campus located off Lincoln Ave.
Ethan Stephenson can be
reached at 581-2812
or etstephenson@eiu.edu.

C ampus

News Editor
Elizabeth Edwards
217 • 581 • 2812
DENnewsdesk@gmail.com
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faculty senate

Critical thinking skills low at Eastern
Faculty Senate
informed
of Eastern’s
low scores
By Elizabeth Edwards
News Editor

Faculty Senate members were
informed of Eastern’s low critical
thinking scores at its meeting Tuesday.
Only 22 percent of Eastern students scored above or well above
on critical thinking skills in 2010,
according to an assessment of undergraduate and graduate programs
by the Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning (CASL).
The score came from comparing
the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal, which is given to select seniors in senior seminars with
select freshmen’s ACT scores, said
Karla Sanders, executive director
for the center for academic support
and assessment.
“It is lower than we want it to
be,” Sanders said during the meeting. “Students are having trouble

with critical thinking.”
Sanders and Rebecca Throneburg, the learning committee
chairwoman, presented the executive summaries and 2009 to 2011
college trends to Faculty Senate
members.
“The question is how can we improve student’s critical thinking
skills,” Sanders said.
The executive summaries, presented by Sanders and Throneburg,
measure four undergraduate goals,
which include critical thinking,
writing, speaking and global citizenship.
The critical thinking goal for
this year will be measured again by
comparing freshmen ACT scores
and seniors’ success on the WatsonGlaser Critical Thinking Appraisal.
This appraisal has been used to
measure critical thinking at Eastern
since 2002.
The test recognizes the critical
thinking skills of inferences such as
the evaluation of arguments.
“Employers are looking for students with critical thinking skills,”
said Andrew Methven, Faculty Senate chair. “What does it tell potential employers about our students?”
Aseret Gonzalez, student vice

presentation

Students can see history
through ‘First Person’
By Samantha McDaniel
Activities Editor

American history will be presented through the eyes of those who lived
it through words, music and photography Friday.
The Doudna Fine Arts Center is
sponsoring “First Person: Seeing America,” a mixture of readings, compositions
and photography from the start of the
Civil War to the Great Depression.
The period that will be discussed
spans years from the mid-1800s to the
early 1900s.
The members of this group will present American history through forms
that will let the audience see what took
place.
Dan Crews, the director of patron
services for the Doudna Fine Art Center, said Neal Conan, Lily Knight, and
members of the Ensemble Galilei will
add life to the history.
Together these groups present different elements that show what people saw
during the time period, Crews said.
“It’s just a wide variety that will capture the senses, you’ll see and hear a really fascinating look at a snapshot of
American history,” Crews said.
Knight and Conan will read literary
works from authors of the time such as
Langston Hughes, Frederick Douglass
and Damon Runyan.
Photography from the Metropolitan
Museum of Art will be displayed during the readings.
Crews gave an example of a picture
of a slave family being shown while
someone reads a excerpt from Langston
Hughes
Dwight Vaught, the assistant dean of
programming for the College of Arts &
Humanities, said each of the elements
allows the audience to see these events
from the eye of the people who were
there.
“It really brings history to life, because you hear what people were experiencing in their own words,” Vaught said.

“Then you add to it the pictures and the
words jump off the page and you see the
people they are talking about.”
Vaught said the show will let the audience see the changes that took place
during that time period.
“It’s a good snap shot of how this
country came to be how it is,” Vaught
said.
Crew said this is a way of learning
about our history and what shaped our
country.
"Some of these things, it’s hard to
imagine what people were faced with
during the Great Depression… all of
those things have strengthened and added to the fabric of our culture,” Crews
said.
Vaught said he felt this show would
connect with many different fields that
are important to Eastern’s campus. He
said there is something from English,
photography, history, art and theater.
Performer Conan is a host for the
National Public Radio and has won
many awards during his career. Lily
Knight is an actress and has performed
in movies like “My Sister’s Keeper.”
The Ensemble Galilei includes: Hanneke Cassel, fiddle; Ryan McKasson,
fiddle and viola; Kathryn Montoya, recorders, whistle, oboe; Jackie Moran,
percussion; Sue Richards, Celtic harp;
Carolyn Anderson Surrick, viola da
gamba; and Ginger Hildebrand, violin.
“First Person: Seeing America” will
take place at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the
Dvorak Concert Hall. Ticket are $7
for students, $12 for faculty, staff and
people over 62, and $15 for the general public.
Vaught said students can learn about
our history and its affects on us today.
“It’s more than a history lesson, it’s
the story of us,” Vaught said. “We are
shaped by these events.”
Samantha McDaniel can be
reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.

Kimberly Foster | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Assistant professor of history Assande Adom asks a question of the committee for the assessment of student
learning Tuesday during the Faculty Senate meeting in the conference room of Booth Library.

president for academic affairs, said
the majority of her tests are multiple choice and do not evaluate her

critical thinking skills at Eastern.
She added a few of her classes test
her by making her write.

Elizabeth Edwards can be
reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

O pinions
Don’t rush
into next
year’s lease
Does your Andrews’ roommate leave her
underwear on your pillow?
Does the smell of your roommates dirty
boxers make you want to barf?
Are you tired of dwelling in Weller Hall?
And if your roommate blares Rebecca
Black’s “Friday” on a Tuesday one more time,
you will not be held responsible for what you
do!
Fellow Eastern students, if you felt like we
were talking directly to you then maybe you
are considering living off-campus during the
2012-2013 school year.
The only thing keeping most Eastern students who refuse to live in the prison cells that
are residence halls from camping outside with
Eastern’s declarative 99 percent are their offcampus leases.
We feel your pain.
But just because you can live off campus
doesn’t necessarily mean you should. And it’s
certainly not a decision you need to make right
away.
Signing a lease isn’t like when your parents
made you sign a piece of paper declaring that
you would refrain from launching your favorite SkyDancer at your brother’s face.
Nope, this piece of paper is a legally binding, money-sapping death trap that can kill
you…or at least leave you a little sadder than
before.
Wiping away tears in your Structure of
English class might not always be the end
result, but when students overemphasize the
upside to off-campus living while not paying
enough attention to the realistic responsibilities, it leads a fate worse than Mufasa’s in the
Elephant Graveyard.
There are some real benefits to signing your
lease this early; you’ll be able to lock down
your rent now and not have to worry about
it being raised in a year. Some landlords offer
other perks, like a free-month’s rent.
But the risks of signing a legal document
binding you to next year’s rent outweigh the
potential benefits for most people.
For one thing, you have until next year to
find a better deal, a better roommate or a better location. For another, most landlords have
a few units left at the start of the school year
that they are desperate to get rid of. This is a
great time to look for apartments and to practice a very important life skill: bargaining.
Your ability to bargain for lower rent
depends entirely upon the landlord’s fear of
heating an empty apartment all winter.
True, it’s a bit of a gamble, but so is signing a lease today. You could come to despise
and resent every little thing about your current
roommate and be destined to spend another
smelly year with him.
You might find that you love living on campus, waking up 10 minutes before class, stumbling past all the freezing commuters who have
walked uphill, through the snow, both ways.
So, before you sign, make sure you have
considered all the implications of your decision.
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The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.

Occupy Wall Street is anti-Semitic? Oy Vey...
Like most American Jews, my father tends
to vote Democratic. Jews have chosen Democrats over Republicans in every presidential
race since Woodrow Wilson. But when my dad
votes for a Republican, he explains his decision
in simple terms: “He’s a friend of Israel.”
Republicans desperately want to win the
Jewish vote and the clout it brings with it. So I
was not surprised to see Bill Kristol, Fox News
commentator and cheerleader for the War in
Iraq, had started a right-wing organization
called “Emergency Committee for Israel” (as
opposed to the “C’est la Vie Committee for Israel”).
What did surprise me was the video the
group released to uncover the burning, vicious
truth about the Occupy Wall Street protests.
OWS, it turns out, is just a bunch of anti-Semitic anarchists. The video shows a few signs
about Jews running the financial system and an
orthodox Jew arguing with just about the most
pathetic little pecker in New York.
The point of the video is to show that the
movement is not based in middle-class frustration over decades of wealth inequality. In fact,
it’s a neo-Nazi training camp bent on tearing
down civilization, waiting for the first opportunity to throw the Jews against the wall.
Let me preempt conservative readers. “Don’t
tell us he’s is going to suggest we ignore the
hateful fringe showing up at OWS when he
was among the first to use the hateful fringe in
the Tea Party to paint that movement as racist.”

Dave Balson
I am. Here’s why:
OWS was borne out of a well-documented, 20-year attachment to Reaganomics that
left middle-class income stagnant and gave the
wealthiest Americans the best ride of their lives.
The great irony is that the main criticism of
OWS is its lack of well-articulated goals and
grievances. The Tea Party couldn’t even get
that far—its goals are self-contradictory and its
grievances are mostly imagined. The Tea Party wants: government to tax less and spend
less (except tax dollars spent on programs
they use); to limit government power (except
when it needs to intervene to defend their interpretation of God’s plan); to stop our slide
into socialism (or is it fascism? Anarchy? Sharia Law?); to deport all undocumented immigrants (though calling them “illegals” makes it
easier to forget their humanity); and to defend
our interests at home and abroad (except when
Obama’s hawkishness reminds them of their
isolationist roots).
Motivation matters. The Tea Party didn’t bat

an eye while the Bush administration turned a
healthy budget into the worst deficit in our history. They didn’t protest the Bush administration when it bailed out Wall Street. Tea Party
anger has always been directed toward President
Obama, and it was only after the black man
moved into the White House that they decided
to take their country back.
Google away, you’ll find a dozen racist Tea
Party signs for every anti-Semitic OWS sign.
You’ll also come across a good number of antiSemitic Tea Party signs.
Let me be clear: I’m not excusing anti-Semitism anywhere, by anyone—not at OWS or Tea
Party rallies. The conspiracy fringe in America
is where the far-left and far-right come full circle and agree on the insipid delusion of a world
run by a cabal identical to that described in the
“The Protocols of the Elders of Zion,” the text
upon which modern anti-Semitism is based.
I only echo fellow American Jews at the Anti-Defamation League in their assertion that the
handful of anti-Semites are not “representative
of the movement.” I also join the ADL in commending the movement’s response and condemning Kristol’s video for distorting the truth.
Now, if only I could find a response to the
Tea Party from a similar organization like, say,
the NAACP.
Dave Balson is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-7942
or DENopinions@gmail.com.

FROM THE EASEL

shelley holmgren | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Column

We’re off to Orlando, we will return bearing gifts
By the time you read this, I’ll be gone, well
into a day-long drive with nine other staff members and a couple of advisers.
We are headed for Orlando, Fla., home of the
NBA’s Magic, near Tiger Woods’ current or former residence, Universal Studios, and the College Media Advisers convention.
A bunch of our staff members will be attending the convention today through Sunday, along
with tons of other student journalists from
around the nation. There will also be professional journalists, there to teach and have their
brains picked by us interested students.
When we return late Sunday, I hope we bring
back a backpack full of knowledge to pass onto
our staff to help improve the newspaper.
Last year, that was the case. There is so much
to learn at these conferences, especially from
the journalists from major news sources like The
New York Times, Washington Post, and others.
While there is a lot to learn about the profession from respected journalists, there are also a
lot of stories swapped between student journalists about the everyday happenings of the newsroom, TV studio, radio station, etc.
Saturday morning I was hanging out with
friends, including a few students at Lake View
School of Nursing. The nurses were making
some jokes I couldn’t understand, because their

Alex McNamee
nursing vocabulary goes far beyond mine (IV,
finger prick). But I enjoyed listening to them
even though I couldn’t follow along very well.
This is because I knew exactly how they were
feeling.
Journalists, like nurses, teachers, and other professionals, have their own dictionary or
ways of understanding things. If I told a newsroom joke to somebody who hadn’t experienced
what it was like in the newsroom, they wouldn’t
laugh. But journalists laugh together about that
kind of stuff.
For example, student journalists can come together this weekend and casually joke about that
mix-up they had with an interviewee on what
time to meet at his or her office, or when that
photographer showed up to the wrong event in
the student union.
There are also a lot of fascinating stories

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.
They must be less than 250 words.

passed along during casual conversation and
during the sessions. Everyone talks about their
trials and tribulations as journalists and a lot of
lessons are taken from that.
Some of the most interesting stories are the
ones told by professional journalists. Last year in
Louisville, Ky., I went to a session led by someone from ESPN, who works closely with columnist Bill Simmons. After he ended his spiel, former DEN Opinions Editor Dan Cusack asked
him why readers weren’t allowed to comment
on Simmons’ articles on ESPN.com. The reason he told us was because Simmons would be
so torn apart my harshly critiquing comments
that he would feel obligated to respond directly,
which would break some ESPN rules. I found
it astounding that Simmons, whose books I’ve
read, was so sensitive to criticism.
This weekend journalists will invade Orlando like birds going south for the winter. Many
jokes will be told, many stories shared, and
many lessons learned.
As I sit cramped on a 17-hour car ride, I’ll
wonder what interesting story I’ll bring back
this time.
Alex McNamee is a junior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-7942
or DENopinions@gmail.com.

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811
Buzzard Hall.
Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author’s EIU e-mail address
to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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doudna fine arts center

Theatre dept. gender-swaps
classic play with ‘Volpone’
Performances
scheduled for
this week
By Samantha McDaniel
Activities Editor

A classic play will get a twist on
gender roles during the production
of “Volpone” this week.
The Department of Theatre Arts
will be showcasing an adaptation of
“Volpone” by Ben Jonson that is set
in 2009 in Venice, Florida.
Christopher Mitchell, associate
professor of theatre arts and the director of “Volpone,” said the genders being reversed gives the play
a fun twist and points out the way
women were viewed in the renaissance era.
The play is the story of Volpone
and his attempts to trick people out
of their money. Volpone is a wealthy
woman who cannot get enough
money and tries to cheat others,
who also desire her money.
She claims to be dying and says
she will write someone into her will
if she is motivated enough.
This turns the other characters
against each other with the help of
her assistant Mosca and ends with
punishment for all the characters.
“At heart, it’s about the obsessive quest for wealth and the lying
and cheating to achieve that goal,”

Mitchell said. “It’s that critic of society, but it is also at heart a comedy.”
Mitchell said the adaptation was
inspired by the Madoff Scandal in
2009. The Madoff Scandal was a
ponzi scheme that cheated money
out of people.
“It made me think, once again
you have somebody who tries to
cheat people out of money and you
marvel at how they do it,” Mitchell
said. “You see parallels between centuries ago and today.”
Mitchell said the play shows there
is still an obsession with money in
today’s society.
Mitchell said the only things that
have changed in the adaptation are
the setting from Italy to present
Florida and the gender of the characters, but the language is the same.
Mitchell said by just changing
the genders, it causes the audience
to see the relationships between men
and women differently.
“When you reverse the genders
a lot of things get reversed, often
comically,” Mitchell said.
Mitchell said an example of this
is in the original play, Corvino is a
violent abusive male who gets jealous when he thinks his wife is flirting with another. In the adaptation,
the audience sees Corvina’s abuse of
her husband.
“It brings out interesting things,
makes you see interesting things,”
Mitchell said.
Mitchell said there will be mod-

Performance info
• 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday and at 2 p.m. on Sunday
in The Theatre of the Doudna Fine
Arts Center.
• Tickets are $5 for students, $10
for faculty, staff, and people 62
and older, and $12 for the general
public.

ern pop music and the scene will be
changed virtually.
He said he thinks students will
connect because it is fresh and relevant to modern times.
The play will take place at 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and at 2 p.m. on Sunday in The
Theatre of the Doudna Fine Arts
Center.
Tickets are $5 for students, $10
for faculty, staff and people 62 and
older, and $12 for the general public.
Mitchell said he is excited for
opening night and for the audience
to see the show.
“Every theatre art (major) talks
about the magic of opening night,”
Mitchell said. “Watching all the
hard work of so many people come
together and just looking forward to
sharing it with audience.”
Samantha McDaniel can be
reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.
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POSTAL, from page 1
“I understand why they’re doing it. Our concern is toward the
building so they don’t demolish it,”
she said.
Roberts said under the Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the
city must publicize the sale of the
building for two years for someone
to aiming to preserve it; after that
waiting period, the building can be
bought for commercial purposes,
including demolition.
Michael Phundstien, manager of
the 618, 619 and 625 postal area
codes, said there is currently a commercial buyer looking to purchase
the building.
With two operating post office
facilities in Charleston, Phundstien
said the costs have become too high
for both to be functioning.
“In a town the size of Charleston, that’s expensive,” he said.
Phundstien cited other towns
comparable in size and mail business to Charleston, such as Mattoon and Paris, only having one
post office facility as a cost-saving
mechanism. He said the Postal Service is currently looking to follow
their lead.
“We’re now looking for functionality,” he said.
Mayor John Inyart attended the
meeting and said he understood the
reason for the consolidation as a
way to cut costs.
“Frankly, I’m surprised it didn’t
happen four or five years ago,” he
said. “I don’t know how they can
afford to do both.”
H o w e v e r, P h u n d s t i e n s a i d
Charleston will still have a post office with the same services provided
now with no compromise in quality.
He said the Post Office Box section at the will remain open at the
current location.
Phundstien said the change will
largely affect personnel consolidation. He said no workers will be
laid off; their services will just be
merged.
“We’re looking at better and efficient use of resources,” he said.

Phundstien addressed the concern of the distance of the Windsor
Road branch.
“In hindsight, it would have
been better to move it closer to
town,” he said.
Phundstien said they are going
to consolidate the use of employees
to the Windsor location.
Although some meeting attendees suggested renovating the current building to meet the needs,
Phundstien said remodeling would
only further add to the costs.
He said the building currently has asbestos, lead paint and other safety hazards that, while safe
to work in, would cause risk and
would prevent cost-effectiveness.
With the Postal Service $10 billion in debt and their maximum
debt acquired at a $15 billion cap,
Phundstien said the entire Service is examining all options to cut
costs.
The United States Postal Service
is currently looking at eliminating
252 mail-processing facilities.
Phundstien said the Postal Service is not allowed to raise rates
above inflation.
Phundstien said since the 1970s,
none of the tax dollars have gone to
support the Postal service. He said
the Postal Service receives its revenue through income fees, such as
the 44 cent stamp and packages.
“We are not a money maker for
the government,” he said.
He said they have proposed to
raise the cost of a stamp by one
cent, for a total of 45 cents per
stamp, to keep up with the current
inflation rate.
Phundstien said for now, the
Postal Service has to take all measures necessary to ensure they do
not ultimately close.
“We have to take steps now to
meet immediate financial need,” he
said.
Sara Hall can be reached at
581-2812 or smhall3@eiu.edu.
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Edited by Will Shortz
Across

Big name in pest
control
58 Subject of scientific
mapping
60 “Captain Marvel”
publisher … and a
hint to 17-, 25-, 37and 50-Across
63	Recipient of coal for
Christmas
64	The whole kit and
caboodle
65 Scot’s refusal
66	Equilibrium
67	City tricked with a
wooden horse
68	Alternative to cable
57

“Ars gratia artis”
studio
4 Had a hunch
8 Attack via plane, in a
way
14 Fair-hiring letters
15	Toast topper
16 Manny of 1970s-’80s
baseball
17 Performer with a selftitled HBO special in
2006
19 Fire & Ice cosmetics
company
20	Tabriz native
21	Yalie
23 Part of E.U.: Abbr.
24 Green machines?
25 Performer with a selftitled ABC series in
1996
29 Bottom of a crankcase
31 “Senses Working
Overtime” band
32	Suffix with elephant
33	Main line
35 Perform as one
37 Performer with a selftitled Comedy Central
series from 2003 to
2006
41 Fundamental belief
42	Lend ___ (help)
43	In the manner of
44 The Beatles’ “___
Loser”
47 Like Dickens’s Dodger
50 Performer with a selftitled PBS series from
1977 to 1982
53 Fit to serve
55	Many a federal
holiday: Abbr.
56 Perfection, in some
sports
1

Down

Newspaper, television,
etc.
2 Customize for, as an
audience
3 “My friend,” in
Marseille
4	Centers of attention
5 “Don’t Bring Me
Down” band,
informally
6 1-Across’s roarer
7 Straphanger’s buy,
once
8	Inflexible about rules
9 Uno + due
10 Styx, for one
11 Like soil in a delta
12	City on the Arno
13	Ages and ages
18 Place in shackles
22 Flexible about rules
25	Ste. Jeanne ___
26 Literary collection:
Abbr.
27	One way to tell where
someone is from
28	As of now
1
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puzzle by albert r. picallo

30	Word

before license
or justice
34	Energizer letters
36	What one might
return to after a
slump
37 Bologna or salami
38	Crushing snake
39 Excellent, in slang
40 Thespian’s aim
41	Tiny bit
45 Buccaneer’s buddies
46 N.Y.C.’s Park or Lex
48	Mean-spirited
49	Some German
cameras
51 Turners on tuners
52	Conclude by
54 Photographer Adams
57	Like mud between
one’s toes, say
58 “Pygmalion”
monogram

59

Facetious “Who, me?”

61

Pigskin snapper: Abbr.

62	Whisper

sweet

nothings

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a
year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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swimming

By Brad Kupiec
Staff Reporter

By Nick Blankenship
Staff Reporter

Last weekend, Eastern’s women’s soccer team lost a pair of Ohio
Valley Conference matches to drop
themselves from second place in the
conference to a four-way tie for third
in the OVC.
Obviously, two losses late in the
conference schedule are never good,
but these are extra crucial. Now it
puts pressure on the Panthers to win
going into the season-ending OVC
tournament, not only for momentum, but to guarantee their spot
among the top six teams in conference and a berth in the OVC tournament.
The Panthers are sitting in a fourway tie with Austin Peay, Tennessee-Martin and Murray State, with
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville sitting only one game
back.
This sets up a simple scenario. If
Eastern, who holds a tiebreaker over
only Tennessee-Martin out of those
teams, loses to the Cougars, the Panthers are out of the OVC tournament, barring a Tennessee-Martin
loss or tie.
This situation also compounds the
importance of the losses to Murray
State and Austin Peay, which gives
the Racers and Governors respective
tiebreakers with Eastern if the three
teams have the same outcome this
weekend.
Forcing double overtime against
Austin Peay was a major improvement over Friday’s 3-0 loss to Murray State, but a double overtime
loss is still a loss, and in the tournament a loss is still a loss no matter
the score or how many overtimes it

The Eastern women are riding a threemeet losing streak after losing to both Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis and Evansville this past weekend with scores of 68-161 and 72-125.
The men are also were also winless with
scores of 79-141 and 81-122. The men
and women will face the University of Illinois in Chicago at 1 p.m. on Oct 29.
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Confidence key for team Swimming still seeks first win

Brad Kupiec
goes to.
In the tournament, if you lose,
you’re out and that’s that.
Confidence and momentum are
two of the most overrated or underrated factors in all of sports, depending on who you ask. I think both are
underrated, and a win this Sunday
against Southern Illinois Edwardsville will do wonders for the Panthers’ momentum going into the
OVC tournament.
The Cougars are 3-5 in their first
season of OVC play, and the Panthers currently sit only one game
better at 4-4 in conference.
To make this long story shorter,
the losses last weekend have painted
the Panthers into a must-win corner
for the last conference weekend going into the tournament.
Granted, this will give the Panthers a feel of what the OVC tournament will feel like for if they
get there. But just about any team
would rather go into the end of the
regular season with its playoff ticket punched, rather than still looking
for that one last win to get into the
postseason.
This Sunday, it will all boil down
to one match; one win; one postseason berth.
Brad Kupiec can be reached at
581-7942 or bmkupiec@eiu.edu

Around the Summit League
Freshman Tony Carroll of IUPUI has
been named Athlete of the Week. Carroll
won the 400-yard freestyle and the 200yard Backstroke against Eastern this past
Friday. Both the IUPUI men and women will face off against Butler at 5 p.m. on

Oct. 28.
Western Illinois’ men and women lost
their meets on Oct. 7 against St. Louis
218-77 and 226-62. Western Illinois will
meet the Truman State Bulldogs next at
home in Macomb on Oct. 28 at 1 p.m.
Both teams are 0-2.
South Dakota State’s men won all
14 swimming events in their dual meet
against Green Bay with a score of 184115. The men will face North Dakota at
6 p.m. on Friday at home. The women
faced both Green Bay and North Dakota within an hour of the other. They lost
both meets, 118-180 to Green Bay and
99-193 to Nebraska. Their next challenge
is at 6 p.m. Oct 28 against both North
Dakota and Western Illinois.
The Oakland University women’s team
lost to Bowling Green 133-129, but also

SHUTOUT, from page 8
The shutout loss is the second straight
time the Panthers have gone down 0-3. It
is also the tenth time this season the Panthers have been shutout.
The Panthers will continue their OVC
schedule with another road match, this
time in Morehead, Ky., when they take
on the Morehead State Eagles. The Eagles
are riding a 13 match winning streak, following Tuesday's win over Austin Peay.

The Eagles currently have a perfect
12-0 record in the OVC to go along with
a 17-5 overall record. The Eagles are the
OVC's top team in the conference standings. The Panthers lost to Morehead State
on Oct. 1, when the Eagles swept them
3-0.
Following the match against Morehead
State, the Panthers will travel to Eastern
Kentucky the next day. The Panthers lost

OPPOSING, from page 8
Eastern sophomore quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo was also nominated for
the honor.
Junior nose guard Montori Hughes of
Tennessee-Martin was named OVC Defensive Player of the Week for this performance against Eastern. Hughes had 10
tackles, four of which were solo tackles,
one sack, 5.5 tackles for a loss, and a quarterback hurry, along with a forced and re-

covered fumble. Freshman return specialist Gabriel Chambers of Jacksonville State
was named OVC Specialist of the Week
for his performance against non-conference Southeastern Conference (SEC) opponent Kentucky. Chambers had a 99
yard kickoff return in the Gamecocks’
loss. The return marked the fourth longest in not only Jacksonville State history, but also in Football Conference Subdi-

won against John Carroll in the same day
with a score of 190-62. . Both the men
and women of Oakland University will
square off against Wayne State at 1 p.m.
on Saturday Oct. 29.
The women of the University of Nebraska have lost three straight meets to
Air Force, Northern Colorado and Illinois State.
The South Dakota men lost 137-156
to Cloud State and 135-162 to North
Dakota. The women also lost to North
Dakota 128-172.The women will
meet against Iowa State at home at 6
p.m. on Oct. 28. The men and women will battle with Western Illinois at
1 p.m. at home.
Nick Blankenship can be
reached at 581-7942
or nrblankenship@eiu.edu.

to the Colonels earlier in the year, falling
1-3 to Eastern Kentucky at home. Eastern
Kentucky has a record of 6-7 in the OVC
and 11-13 overall. The Colonels are coming off a loss to Tennessee-Martin on Saturday, making it their fourth loss in a row.
The match against Morehead State
will start at 6 p.m. Friday, and the match
against Eastern Kentucky will start at 1
p.m. Saturday.

vision (FCS) history.
Freshman cornerback Tim HammBey of Southeast Missouri was named
OVC Newcomer of the Week for his performance against Austin Peay. HammBey recorded two interceptions in the
Redhawk’s win.
Dominic Renzetti can be
reached at 581-7942
or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Women’s basketball ranked 3rd, men’s 9th in #OVC preseason poll.

S ports

Sports Editor
Domonic Renzetti
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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football notebook

Opposing quarterback out this weekend
By Dominic Renzetti
Sports Editor

The Eastern football team fell just
short of snapping its seven game losing streak against Tennessee-Martin last weekend, falling 24-23 on
Homecoming. The loss drops the
Panthers to an overall record of 1-7
and 0-6 in the Ohio Valley Conference. The Tennessee-Martin Skyhawks improve to an overall record of
4-3 and 3-2 in the OVC.
The Panthers will take to the road
next weekend when they face the
Austin Peay Governors, while Tennessee-Martin will host Southeast
Missouri. Austin Peay was handed its
fifth of the season by Southeast Missouri last weekend.
Austin Peay quarterback to
miss Saturday's game
Junior quarterback Jake Ryan is
expected to miss Saturday’s game
against Eastern. Ryan suffered a
sprained MCL in the first quarter
of the Governors' last game against
Southeast Missouri. This season,
Ryan has completed 115 of 210 passes, throwing for 1,275 yards and two
touchdowns.
Ryan is set to be replaced by freshman quarterback Landon Curtis.
Curtis has only played in one game
so far this season, completing six of
his 12 pass attempts for 36 yards in
his appearance against Southeast
Missouri. The Governors lost that
game by a score of 17-13, falling to a
record of 2-5 overall, with a record of
2-3 in the OVC.
Curtis was an All-State quarterback at Calhoon High School in Calhoon, Ga., throwing for 2,560 yards
and 32 touchdowns in his senior season.

Kimberly Foster | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Red-shirt sophomore defensive back Alex McNulty tackles Tennessee-Martin's senior wide receiver Stephen Shiver Saturday during Eastern's 24-23
Homecoming weekend loss.

Eastern to try to spoil
second Homecoming
After nearly spoiling the Murray
State Racers' Homecoming game two
weeks ago, the Panthers will get another shot this weekend, as the October 29 match-up will be the Gover-

nors’ Homecoming game.
The Governors' are 28-37-1 alltime in Homecoming games. Last
season, Austin Peay lost its Homecoming game to Tennessee Tech by a
score of 34-21. The Governors won
both their 2007 and 2008 Home-

coming games, but have lost their
previous two.
Around the OVC
Junior running back Matt Denham
of Eastern Kentucky was named OVC
Offensive Player of the Week for his

performance against Tennessee State.
Denham rushed for a career-high 226
yards on 35 carries. Averaging 6.5 yards
per carry, Denham scored two touchdowns to help the Colonels take down
the Tigers by a score of 33-22.
OPPOSING, page 7

golf

volleyball

Team falls in 2nd shutout Lawrence wins 2nd title
Staff Report

Danny Damiani | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Senior setter Chrissie Albers bumps the ball during Eastern's game
against Austin Peay Saturday in Lantz Arena.

The Eastern volleyball team went
on the road to take on Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville for the
second time this season. The Panthers dropped all three sets, losing to
the Cougars by scores of 25-22, 25-15
and 25-22 on Tuesday. The Panthers
dropped to 8-17 on the season, while
also dropping to 5-9 in the Ohio Valley Conference. The Cougars now
have an overall record of 10-16 and
stand at 5-9 in the OVC.
After taking down the Cougars
in five sets when the two teams met
on Sept. 20 in Lantz Arena, the Panthers were unable to get their winning
streak back on track. The Panthers'
previous loss to Austin Peay at home
ended a four-match winning streak
for the team, which currently sits in
seventh place in the OVC standings.
Leading the Panthers was sophomore Reynae Hutchison, who posted 11 kills and 11 digs in the loss.
This is the tenth time this season and
the thirteenth time in her career that
Hutchison has notched 11 kills and
11 digs. Following Hutchison was junior Emily Franklin who recorded 10
kills. Senior Chrissie Albers had 29 assists. Sophomore Stephanie Arnold
led the team defensively with two
blocks.
For the Cougars, Brianne Graunke
led with 10 kills, while Sammi Minton led in assists with 32. Graunke
also led in total points with 13.5.

SHUTOUT, page 7

By Dominic Renzetti &
Grant Truccano
Sports Editor & Staff Reporter

The Eastern men’s golf team took part
in the Double-Tree Intercollegiate at
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville
to round out its fall schedule.
Senior David Lawrence emerged victorious for the second time this fall, winning
the event. Lawrence finished with three
straight rounds of 72, totaling 216.
Going into this meet, Lawrence led the
links with a 71.6 stroke average. He also
has an individual title honor for having
two top-five marks.
Following Lawrence was senior Gino
Parrodi and junior Tommy Ponce. Parrodi finished tied for 11th place, having shot
a 226. Ponce tied for 17th place, shooting a 230.
Parrodi has an average of 73.2 this season and has finished in the top 20 of each
fall event this season. Ponce has an average
of 76.9 so far this season.
Seniors Sean Dozier and Corbin Sebens
each tied for 22nd and 41st place. Dozier has an average of 77.3 this season, while
Sebens sits with an average of 76.7
This was a three round event, which
was held at the par of 72.
Eastern finished in fourth place in the
overall team standings.
Other teams that participated in the Intercollegiate were Bradley, Chicago State,
Evansville, Missouri State, NebraskaOmaha, North Dakota, South Dakota,
and Wright State.
The Panthers will not begin play again
until March 2012.

Around the OVC
Austin Peay has completed its 2011
fall schedule and will begin play again
on March 5 and 6 for the Samford Invitational at the Limestone Spring Golf
Course in Oneonta, Ala.
The Governors will be joined at the
Samford Invitational by Eastern Kentucky, which has also wrapped up its fall
season.
Jacksonville State will compete at the
Kiawah Island Intercollegiate hosted by
Charleston Southern this weekend. The
event will be played at Turtle Point Golf
Course in Kiawah Island, S.C. The Gamecocks will be joined by the Murray State
Racers.
The Morehead State Eagles will not
compete again until February 28 and
29 when the team heads to the Bethune
Cookman/Gary Freeman Invitational,
hosted at the Legends Course in Daytona Beach, Fla.
The Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville Cougars has wrapped up its
fall schedule and will compete next at the
Snowman Invitational in Goodman, Ariz.
Tennessee Tech will compete this weekend at the Hummingbird Invitational,
hosted by Western Carolina. The event
will take place at the Saphire Valley Country Club.
Tennessee State and Tennessee-Martin
have both ended their fall schedules and
will compete again next spring.
Dominic Renzetti and
Grant Truccano can
be reached at 581-7942
or densportsdesk@gmail.com

